From Solid State to Biophysics : The P-G. de Gennes Prize

Pierre-Gilles de Gennes made the first part of carreer in Solid State Physics, with
seminal contributions to superconductivity, liquid crystals, and polymers (for
which he eventually won the Nobel Prize in 1991) before shifting his interest to
biophysics and neuroscience (the nature of memory objects in the brain).

This prize intends to encourage young scientists to follow in his steps. The ideal
candidate should have earned a PhD in Solid State Physics no more than 10
years prior to nomination and shifted subsequently to pursue research in Bio-
physics, demonstrating exceptional promise and leadership potential.

The prize recognizes and encourages outstanding theoretical or experimental
contributions to condensed matter physics. It consists of CHF1’000.- and a cer-
tificate citing the contributions made by the recipient. It will be awarded biannu-
ally at the Conference From Solid State to Biophysics.
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Conference co-chairs with Pierre-Gilles de Gennes in Cavtat, June 2006.
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The 2008 prize was awarded to Dolores Bozovic (Physics Dept., UCLA, Los Angeles,
California, USA) and Roderick Y.H. Lim (BioZentrum, University of Basel, Switzerland).



