ICOLD’s new President sets out his priorities ...

In his imaugural speech at the closing
of the 25th Congress in Stavanger,
Prol Anton Schiciss spoke of the
honour the General Assembly had
bestowed on him, which gave him
the confidence o bring ICOLD for-
ward over the next three years.He
expressed his intention to work with
the Board 1o fulfill a number of key
objectives.

The first priority. he said, was to
increase the participation of young
delegates in Congresses and Annual
Meetings, above all those from the
developing and emerging countries.
In this respect he felt the national and
local organizing committees should
be motivated 1o support young dele-
gates,

Another aim, he continued, was 1o
enhance the worldwide dissemina-
ton of ICOLD publications. He
pointed out that these represented a
very rich source of high quality
knowledge. “They are the promotion
vehicles of 1COLD; they are the
voice of ICOLD™, he said.

His third priority was to enhance
relations with universities, rescarch
institutes, professional associations,
and also key companies in the dam
industry . “For the evolution of state-
of-the-art practices™ he sad, “nt is
important that relevant questions are
addressed in research projects™. He
suggested that consideration should
be given 1o establishing a coopera-
tive membership for key industrial
companics in the dam industry.

Another objective was to ensure the
financial stability of ICOLD, and
Prof Schiciss expressed his desire to
work with the Board to develop
strategies which would cnsure the
financial sustainability of 1COLD
under different scenarios,

Referring 10 controversial public
discussions about whether dams
were needed, he recalled an incident
when, at the begimning of his profes-
sional carcer. he had witnessed first-
hand the clfects of poverty in a
developing country, secing dinty
water. and people struggling for
food. He described how this had
made him feel proud to be contribut-
ing to a new dam project, which was
part of the urgently nceded infra-
structure. Since then, Schiciss said,
dams for him had been “a guestion of
the heart™, he then stressed that he
meant this in a literal rather than
purcly emotional sense, pointing out:
H stands for hcalth. Dams ensure
water, which is the basis for good
health.

E stands for energy. required for
developing the welfare of socicty.

A stands for available and afford-
able.

R stands for renewable.

T stands for trans-boundary and trans-
postation. Dams are  trans-boundary
infrastructures that satisfly the needs
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of large communstics and socictics.
During the week in Stavanger, Prof
Schiciss continued, delegates had
often scen ramn, but also a lot of water,
during the excursions, in the seiting
of a wonderful landscape. “As engi-
neers”, he said, “thes tcaches us that
the following formula applics:
No water = no dams™.
He added that this formwla could
also be wmed around, to become:
No dams = no walcr.

But he fch this sccond formula was
actually not complete, as dams have a
huge leverage. For many regions of the
world, he saud, the formula would be:

No dams = no water, no food, no
cnergy, no development, no future for
the young generation!

He stressed that the KCOLD family
was proud 1o be contnbuting to a
sustainable future for the young gen-
cration, by fullilling #s mission, o
cnsure dams were built and operated
safely. efficiently, economically, and
in an cavironmentally sustainable
and socially equitable way.

He concluded: “ICOLD s assisting
nations to meet the challenges of the
21st century in the development and
management of the world’s water
and hydropower resources. Hislory
shows us that water and cnergy infra-
structures have been always related
to the development and welfare of all
socictics in the world. These struc-
tures are still urgently needed: they
arc, and will be, of fundamental
importance since they can really sat-
isly the human vital nceds of water-
encrgy-food.

ICOLD’s technical commitiees, Prol
Schiciss commented, with thewr excel-
lent work, were preparing the basis for
“better dams for a better world™.




